A Margarita Debayle (1982) Premiere 
Cheril Bensmen, soprano 
Andrew Violette, piano 

La Mejor Tinta (1987) Premiere 
Paul Rowe, baritone 
Andrew Violette, piano 

Intermezzo (1977) Premiere 


Fantasy (1970) Premiere 


Andrew Violette, piano 


Danny Boy (1987) Premiere 


Stephen Sturk, tenor 
Andrew Violette, piano 


String Quartet #3 with Two Chorales (1986) Premiere 


Jesus In Thy Dying Woes 
Allegro ma non troppo 
Lento-Adagio-Lento 
Vivace 

Sheep May Safely Graze 


The Hampshire String Quartet 
Lee Wilkins, first violin 


Christoph Franzgrote, second violin 


Rebecca Osborne, viola 
David Runnion, cello 


Special thanks to Bruce Posner and Dawn Bauer. 
Program notes and translations by Andrew Violette 
(except notes to String Quartet #2, by Bruce Posner). 
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ANDREW VIOLETTE (composer/pianist) was born on December 6, 1953, in Brooklyn, 
New York. He received his B.M. and M.M. from Juilliard, where he studied with Roger 
Sessions, Elliott Carter and Otto Luening. Mr. Violette’s recent explorations in modal 
counterpoint* arose through his initial interest in serialism and modern tonal idioms. His 
unique sound, characterized by its rhythmic insistancy and drama, draws upon medieval 
compositional techniques such as rhythmic modes, canons, isorhythms and hocket. 
Other influences include baroque contrapuntal technique, number theory, Indian music, 
modern dance and opera. 


CHERYL BENSMEN (soprano) performed with the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra, con- 
ducted by Zuben Mehta. She has performed Steve Reich’s Tehillim with the New York 
Philharmonic and the Chicago Symphony. Currently a member of Steve Reich and Musi- 
cians, she has also appeared with the Alliance for American Song and the Aspen Music 
Festival. A former member of the Waverly Consort; Ms. Bensmen has performed with 
many of today’s leading early music ensembles including the Folger Consort, Pomerium 
Musices and in several programs on the Music Before 1800 Series. She is heard on NPR 
broadcasts and recordings for CBS Masterworks, Nonesuch, ECM, Opus One and Sine 
Qua Non. 


CHRISTOPH FRANZGROTE (violin) was born in Pasadena, California. He received 
his B.M. and M.M. from the Manhattan School of Music. He has studied with Glenn 
Dicterow, Szymon Goldberg, William Pleeth, the Cleveland String Quartet and the 
American String Quartet. He has served as concertmaster for the Pennsylvania Sinfonia 
Orchestra, the Opera Ensemble of New York and the Mozarteum Academy in Salzburg. 
He recently toured Germany with the S.E.M. Ensemble. 


JENNIFER LANE (mezzo-soprano) graduated from Chicago Musical College and 
Brooklyn College, where she received her M.M. She has been the recipient of fellowships 
to the Bach Aria Festival and Institute, the Blossom Festival Schoo] and the Britten-Pears 
School at the Aldeburgh Festival. Recently she appeared as soloist with Joann Rice and 
the Florilegium Choir. Oratorio appearances include performances with Musica Sacre’s 
Basically Bach Series, Johannes Somary and the Amer Artis Orchestra and Lucas Foss 
and the Brooklyn Philharmonic Orchestra. Ms. Lane is currently a member of The Wav- 
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*Briefly, the tritone is divided into six trichords. If O=C, 11=B etc., then Tg...Tf is 
0136, 0146, 0236, 0256, 0346, 0356. Tx9+Tx6 gives three minor-minor hexachords 
013679,0256811,03469 10 and three major-major hexachords 01467 10,023689, 
03569 11 such that Tx9 + Tx6=Tx6+ Tx0- Txo + Ty6 yields an array of hexachords not 
necessarily inversionally combinational at the tritone. 
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